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From Kelowna, records of the
provincial police came to show
that the weird idea of a “furnace
death” is not entirely new to
British Columbia.

In 1929, a middle-aged East In-
dian slipped from his bed at
Kelowna Hospital and fled to the
basement, where he tried to
climb in a roaring furnace. A
nurse prevented him, and he fled
into the night. .
He was later found in a barn,
half buried in hay, suffering ter-
ribly from burns. He was com-
mitted to Essondale Mental Hos-
pital. 2

SUPER-SENSITIVE.

But students of the ‘Yamada
case are inclined to believe that
the secret of the bizarre death
may lie in psychology—in the
psychology of a shy, sensitive
little Japanese adolescent who
was so bashful that she “always
talked with her head down, and
would never look anybody in the
face.”

While doubting the suicide
theory, R. Hirohara of the Budd-
hist church told a Daily Province
representative that she was the
most quiet and retiring of any
young person in the community.

“Most of the little girls would
come to class early, so they
could laugh and chat with their
friends,” he said. “But not
Emiko. She would wait until
she heard the bell ring and then
dash across the street.”

It is this extreme sensitive-
nes, coupled with her belief in

DEATH—Here Is an artist’s reproduc-
which Emiko Yamada met her
death at 736 West Seventh avenue Tuesday morning.
showing a width of fourteen
inches and a height of ten inches, will give some idea
of the difficulty of squeezing

body was discovered would tend to indicate

4
>that she may have committed

a body through the open-
furnace door was open at

suicide.
In support of their theory they
put forth the following consider-
ations:

FEEBLE BLAZE.
A murderer would have made

sure of a good blaze, yet the only
material found in the furnace
was oil-soaked rags and paper.
Apparently the girl’s body had
been in the furnace for more than
an hour if the girl rose at the
usual time, but the blaze had
only been strong enough to burn
the front portion of her body.
Some of the detectives find it
hard to believe that a murderer
would have taken the time to
carefully pin paper to the girl's
shoulders and also wrap matches
in the paper.

Unlit matches were found on
the grating underneath the body
which might have dropped from
the girl’s hand after she had set
fire to the material in the fire-
box.

One of the strongest bits of
theory for suicide is that the
girl’s hands were underneath her
stomach and head. It is reasoned
that if she were stuffed into the
furnace she would have to be un-
conscious and if she were so her
hands would have been limp at
her sides. There appear to be no
bruises on the shoulders to indi-
cate that she had been pushed in.

All the material used for the
cremation were a few steps from

ing running shoes and her steps
would hardly be heard by sleep-
ing persons.

The safety pins, similar to the
ones pinned to her sweater, were
in a sewing-machine in the din-

the old Japanese form and cus-
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in the air,

toms, that lead detectives to think

ing-room adjoining the bedroom.

Emiko’s bedroom. She was wear-

were injured

perienced such a death toll.

Other serious fires in Winni-
peg were in St. Boniface College,
November 25, 1922, ten dead;
Winnipeg Theatre fire, December
24, 1926, four dead; and Casa
Loma Block fire, April 14, 1928,
five dead.

One Dead. as Fire
Drives 100 Into Cold

NEW YORK, Dec. 30.—(AP)—
One man was fatally injured,
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in the Medway |
Court Apartment House fire Sep- |
tember 1, 1929, has the city ex- |

several persons were carried to
safety in spectacular rescues, and

more than 100 were driven into
the cold in night dress when fire
destroyed the bar and grill of
the seven-storey Hotel Lido at
Sixty-fifth street and Columbus
avenue early today.

Manheim Wexler, 65, died of
shock and smoke poisoning. Fire-
men carried Wexler down an
aerial ladder from the top floor
and applied first-aid measures,
but he died a short while later.
Mrs. Lillian Bernstein also was
rescued from the top floor and
taken to the hospital suffering
smoke poisoning.

closet in the same room, while
the matches, of the same type
found in the furnace, were in the
pantry. A door leads from the
dining-room into the pantry.

If the girl had planned a sui
cide it would have been easy fo!
her to gather the necessary ma
terial within a few minutes with
out disturbing her relative
asleep in the bedroom.

The fact that the girl did
large part of the housework ma
account for the fact that som
of the material used was neatl
replaced. A jar of oil was foun
in the basement in a box. N
oil had apparently been spille
as might have been the case ha
someone splashed it on her afte
knocking her unconscious.

The lack of noise as eviden
given by all the persons in tl
house also points to the suicic
theory, for.if there had been ar
struggle or the girl had bec¢
struck, it is likely that she wou

The wrapping paper was in a

have fallen and the sound heax



