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COI’OI]CI'S Jlll‘y FlndS Japanese Gll’l n Furnace W&S Murdere«

Verdict Re] ects Pollce Vlew
Emiko Yamada Killed Herself

 Seventeen Witnesses, Including Members of Family,

Testify But Throw No

Light Upon Tragedy.

‘FTER dehberatmg for more than two and one-half hours

a coroner’s jury indicated that Emiko Yamada, 17, the

Japanese girl whose body was found in the furnace of her
home two days after Christmas, had been murdered.

“She came to her death as a result of suffocation, same

having been brought about by some person or persons un-

known to us,’

’ the verdict read, after an inquest which occu-

pied eight hours on Friday afternoon and evening.

Despite the fact that Detective-
Inspector A. S. Hann and Detec-
tive A. Gibb, who worked on the
case, expressed their personal
convictions that the girl had com-
mitted suicide, the jury rejected
the theory and reopened the mys-

tery death.

A succession of seventeen wit-
nesses, some of them Japanese
who could not speak English,
were able to throw little: new
light on the case. No motive for
either murder or - suicide was
adduced during the hearmg

FAMILY TESTIFY. :

Seven other resuients of the
house at 736 ‘West Seventh, in-
cluding four members of the
Yamada family who slept in the
same room as the girl, agreed
that she had gone to bed about
11 o’clock on the previoils eve-

_ ning, but none could recall hear-
ing her arise. They declared the
girl was normal and healthy, had
no enemies and no apparent rea-
son for doing away with her-
self.

Evidence of Inspector J. F. C.
B. Vance, police scientist, and
detectives indicated the furnace
was cold when the girl’s body
entered it through an aperture
measuring 13 inches by 10. They
noted that the victim’s chest and
shoulders, where her clothing
contained . rapeseed oil, were
severely . burned, while the re:
mainder of her body, including
her hair, was not touched by the
flames.

Dr. W. A. Hunter, coroner’s
physician, who conducted the au-
topsy, said he found the cheek-
bone and left arm fractured. To
the jury, he expressed the opin-
ion this could have been self-
inflicted while the girl struggled
in the heat of the furnace.
EXPERT HEARD.

. Inspector Vance explained that

: maly51s of oil found on the girl’s
‘ eater showed it to be
“similar to a half-gallon can of
rapeseed oil, used by Japanese
for cooking and religious pur-
poses, which was later found in
the house. He said unburned
matches found below the body in
the furnace were of the same
type as other matches in the
home, and that a safety pin used
to tie a sheet of oil-soaked paper
to her sweater were similar to
-other pins in the house.

Running shoes worn by the
dead girl had slight traces of
rust on the soles, the rust cor-
responding. with that on the top
of the water pot below the fur-
nace door, he said.
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he insisted, she was in good
health and normal mentally.

When he was called to the fur-
nace, he said, he tried to pull the
girl out, but only succeeded in
taking off her shoes. The body
was wedged so tightly in the fire-
box that the furnace had to be
partly dismantied.

Kiyomatsu Kobayashi, land-
lord, who occupied a room above
the Yamada family, declared he
awoke at 6 a.m. and left for his
work at the B. C. Lumber Co. at
'|6:45 a.m. on the morning of the

| death.. He did not go to the base-

ment, he said, and noticed
nothing unuzual about the house.
He did not know if the girl was
still in bed.

* * *

Jine Yamada, the girl’s cousin,
who slept alone on the third floor,
explained he went to bed about
midnight and awoke at 8 a.m.
He left the house about 8:10 a.m.
for his work as pin boy in a bowl-
ing alley. He was late, he said,
because his alarm clock did not
wake him.

HAD SOME SAKI.

He declared he had drunk two
or three small cups of saki with
the girl’s father the previous
evening. Inspector Hann later
testified that enquiry of the
youth’s employer confirmed his
evidence of being late for work.

Although Japanese witnesses
were unanimous in describing the
girl as cheerful and in the habit
of playing with other children,
Inspector Hann said his investi-
gation indicated the girl was not
allowed out of the house except
to go to the Buddhist church and
that she could read nothing but
Japanese books. He suggested
that she had to work in the house-
hold from 7 in the morning until
late at night. After she prepared

| the dinner and washed the dishes,

he said, she had to knit sweaters
and other clothing.
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Today in Police Court
T —

Stanley Niles was fined $50 for
keeping a gaming house at 414
Columbia avenue. Six inmates
were fined $10 each.

A charge of attempted suicide,
laid against Dell Evans, was with-
drawn.

Gus Lorange was fined $25 for
keeping a betting house.

Robert E. Shore was fined $20
for dangerous driving. It was
recommended that his driver’s
license be suspended for three
months.

RETURNED MURDER VERDICT—Here is the coroner’s jury inspecting the old, rusty: -
furnace in which the body of Emiko Yamada, 17, was found partially burned on .
the morning of December 27.. Inspector A. S. Hann, Coroner J. D. Whitbread and other
officials pointed out the door, measuring only 13 inches by 10, through which the girl’s
body passed. After listening to witnesses for nearly six hours, the jury decided the
girl had been murdered.
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