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ASHLEY DEATH MYSTERY. AS

- TOLD BY THE CAMERA . .

Victeria police afficefs examining eclothing found in the slough where Stewart Ashley’s bo‘dy.\, was discovered
Sunday night. The clething was dene up in a ‘bundle and weighted with a stone. In foreground, left to right:

ELVA ASHLEY
“Surely my brother is exonerated
by what has happened?”
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S family stroveseonsistently to.proteet the memor

edan Seen Near Slough
here Body Was Found

YOUTH TRACED
TO NANAIMO

NOT KIDNAPPED
POLICE DECLARE

By BOB BOUCHETTE
A mystery woman trailed across the scene of the Stewart
Ashley death drama today as fthe simister figures of a kidnap
ping gang made their exit. :

It was disclosed this morning that on Friday afternoon
around the time that the 19-year-old Vancouver school
teacher’s body entered the slough in the industrial reserve
in the heart of Victoria, a large closed-in car was parked
at the edge of the pond and a man and a woman holding
what appeared to be a sheet stepped out.

In Vancouver, meanwhile, following the identification ci
Ashley’s body as that of a man seen in Victoria on the after-
noon of April 21, Chief Constable John Cameron stated posi-
tively that he had ceased to consider the kidnapping theory as¢
a possible solution of Ashley’s death. : Yo

And as these developments caused the Ashley mystery to
assume some of the weird icharacter of the famous Paul Bery
death case in Hollywood a year- ago, the hereaved Ashlev
fa stre ;. of the youth

whose fathe

sappeared from the v of April 13

who -

| received a ransom-demanding note from alleged kidnappers on

April 15, whosé body, bearing indications of carbon manoxide
poisoning, was found last Sunday evening. - :

e John Abbott, Victoria city fireman, reported to the
Victoria police that he observed the closed-in car as he was .
driving into the city. It had parked on the bend where
the road curves around the end of the small slough, and
Abbott was forced to turn outsharply to avoid striking if. -

Looking back in annoyance he saw a man and a womau
standing at the edge of the slough.

They had what appeared to be a sheet in their hands.

Thinking they were tourists stopping by the pond for a
picnie, Abbott gave the matter ‘no further thought until he
read of the discovery of Ashley’s body there several days later.

NO FOOTPRINTS OF ASHLEY

As the ear was beside the slough in broad daylight, police
today were careful not to over emphasize the importance of this
information, but they were following it up as the first real
clue they could sink their teeth into.

Discovery by Dr. Vance in his investigation yesterday
of clay imbedded in the heels of Ashley’s shoes was followed
today by new search of the vicinity in hopes of locating
footprints,

On the first search after the discovery of the body no signs
of footprints corresponding with ~Ashley’s shoes was found
either on the grassy slope or in the clay at the edge of the
water. '

Last night, while the body of Stewart Ashley was being
laid out in the Mount Pleasant Undertaking Parlors at 306
East Eleventh Avenue, police were interrogating the Ash-
ley family in their home at 425 West Tenth Avenue as to
the finding of a bundle of clothing in the death slough yes-

terday afternoon.









