Eric Janze July S I985

Who and what was here when you arrived in Hazelton?

Well Hazelton was here and all those farmers in the Kispiox
valley were here because I arrived in Hazelton on March 5,

I918.

Were you born in Hazelton?

Yes.

What was your earliest recollection of Hazelton?

I was about, T imagine 3 or 4 years old, the town eppeared to be
busier than it is now, quite a few more building of course there
were no nice streets when it rained, they were mud. Two hotels
end ebout three restesurants.

Was Dr. Wrinch your delivering doctor?

Yes he was the one that wught me into this world an® he bought
my mother into this world too in I898 when she was born.

What chenges have you seen in Hazelton?

Well, of course it's more modern these days it was pretty well ==
the seat of government, the mining recording office was here many
more government agencies then there are now.

What kind of agencies?

Well there was the land office and of course there was no humen
resources office or welfmre--or anything like thzt. The police
were here there was the provincial police, and the R.C.M.P.

end there was one man called the dominion police man. But that
soon went zway.

What was his job?

T don't reslly remember.

What was the economic base at thst time?

Mining, ferming, Ceder poles, fishing.

‘Was there much of an exodus to the coast during —the summer%

Oh yes the villages would be empty.

Tell us about some of the mining in the area.

Well there was the Silver Standard mine operated in those early
deys and before T remember the Roche de Boule operated but there
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was a great deal of prosperaty going on because there was a lot
of pack trains going out in the spring and summer when tihe river
goes down.

What were they loo%ing for?
0.K. Anything. Gold, Silver.
Anything to make a buck?

Yes.

What sbout some of the logging in the area? When did logging
first start?

In, lets see. Oh, T think the big push came on right after
the second world war. Before that there was the odd little
mill sround but nothing to speak of.

How do you mean by a big push?

Well there was fifty sawmills around but nothing big. Small
portable sawmills.

Who was some of the people who owned them?

I remember a few nemes., Harry Simpson, Dave Prett, Freddy Bugq
Hep Leary and his brother had one,and there was qulte a few on
the reserves and there was about eight people working on each
and they di& the logging too,gbout eight to twenty end they )
would go to one spot and log it then move to another and log *
that. .

Whet kind of markets did they have?

Oh kaic. They were cutting prime timber they were making
2xCxT? scalfolding and most ofit had to be knot free now
they ellow more. But there was & good price for it you could
ship it enywhere in North America.

How weres the winter when you first ceme here?%

Oh they were colder than they are now and there was no snow
removal, of course.

How did they contend with it?
Just let it lie there and it would pack down. Put the cars

away, in the fall and get them out again in the spring and
use the horses 2ll winter.
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What kind of activities took place in town, mostly, in the
community hell?

Oh, dances, concerts, it was a great sports town during the depre
ession. They were baseball teams from here travelled all over.
Prince George, Prince Rupert. They even imported a couple of
people to pley for them. I forget there names now., but they
couldn*t find & jocb. They were able to get a room and food
eand a couple of bucks on Saturday night. So they came to -
Hazelton., to play bsll.

Tell us some more about the sports in the area.

They plaved at totem park thats been there as long as T can
remember. Its been rebuilt a couple of times. The poles were
moved there sometime after the second world war, but I was
awgy when it:went up there.

You were away for awhile?

Yes. T was in the army and then T 4did spme ship building in
Prince Rupert.

What kxind of schooling wes available at the time?

There was & one room school with eight grades in it. A primary
school with about forty kids, I guess. One teacher. And there
was high school with one teacher and sbout thirty-forty pupils.

Tell us sbout some of your recollections of New Hazelton?

Well there was a hotel there about where Simpson Sears is and
the Ominecca Herald was where the Chevron is and Larkworthy had
his store down close to the station, it's apartments now.

There was a school there about where the building supply facing
the street the other way, not the one that comes down from the
highway and there was a few houses there but that was atout it.

What kind of interaction was there between New Hazelton and Haze

elton?

Well, I thought it was good. There was a greet rivallry in sport
but I thought it was 0.X. Well, there were one or two guys that
would snerl once and a while. But it was C.K.

Was there difficulty in Transportationt Did you get over to
New Town much?

No not that much, because the kid coming to ! 1gh school had to
walk both ways. They would have to walk down in the morning.

. I quit Jjust before T wrote the exams for Grade II
because T had & chance to go out on a job. So I left school.
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Work at that time was more important than school?
Oh yesh. It sure was.
How much did yo: get payed for doing your Jjobf?

T took over the operation of the power plant at the hospital.
T did 211 the maintenance for 59.6C a month for twelve hours
a day. No time of“, Ivery day, Sundays too and.when.I got
married, they gave me two weeks off without pay.

What kxind of work would that entail?

T was operating the power plant and doing 211 the repzirs in

the hospital. Your grandfather came to work with me after T

had worked two or three years, but we had to do 211 the carp-
entry, 211 repsirs to wiring and had our own water system.

So we had to look aT"ter that as well. We looked after the boiler
that “ed the hospitel. Now 2l1 the grass by hand, one of those
that you pushed. TIn the early days when I worked there you had
to saw thirty to torty cords of wood...with an electric wocd saw
because the 01d laundry man flatly refused to use anything else
but a bighuge copper boiler and he had it built over e fire and
he would throw the clothes In there and boil them, &11 the sheets.

What effect did the churches have in the community?

They were better attended than they ere now. There wasn't the
attractions that there are now..

What kind of health services were there?
The hospital. When you got sick, you went there znd that was it.
Was the Nurses school in full operation?

Yes. T can remember it. T forget when they closed it down but
T remember it was going in full operation when T started school.
That would be T1924-25. T had to wait a little longer because my
birthdev was in March...at that time we lived across from the
hospital where Mikalows live. There was a big house there end
my father was the foreman on the hospital farm after we moved in
from the Kispiox Valley. Then later we moved down town because
he figured it was too far tc walk to school.

Tell us about some of your recollections from the valley?
We lived there uniil T was five vears old and then we moved down
where Petersons farm is, across the Skeena and then we moved

across from the hospitai. Oh! TFor a while we lived in a house
right behind the hospital.

What can you remember about the nurses school?
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Not inat much. T was too voung. My father was around there zll
the time because he did meintenance too.

Do you remember the shift from the old hospital to the new cne?

Yes that was I92T. T think in Jenuary of 3I or was it 227 When
we were living down town.

"het do you know about the business community?

Well, the riverboets stopped six years before I was born. OF
course Sargent's store isn't where it is now. It was about
where the breeze way is between the store and the hotel and
back Tarther, They had & big huge warehouse sitting about where
the ,arblng Jot is. And then there was sort of a town square
with hitching posts and rail for horses and that's where they had
horse shoe throwing contests.

Can vou remember Harelton days?

That was the flower show they cslled it. Yes, T rememper 1t
well, Tn thesBe days the men in town use to compete with one -
another Tor the best flower gardens. In June when you walked
through the streets, the smell was elmost overpowering of
flower3. I remember Sargent mede a floet on his big open touring
car, I forget whet kind it wag. The et was of & river boat
and covered it entirely with roses. They worked ail night to
put the roses on so they wouldn't wilt before morning. Then
there was of course the big sports dey with baseball and races
end everything. don't remember the horse races they used to
have on government street but my mother told me about them and
there was pictures of them. They race up and down the street.
Yeah, it was an active community.

Did you play any sports?

Yeah. I played baseball end hockey and did a fair amount of
skiing in the winter. Downhill racing and ski Jjumping mostly.
de had Tor a while, during the I940's there was 2 ski tow up
the Bebine road there going up the h¥¥l there. Allen Benson
had it., Then right there where they built that open air rink
beside Totem Park, some of t''e men fell the large popIse trees
and built a runway. We'd jump on the side hill there, of course
we're done away with the side hill now. But that was too short.
Down pest South hazelton on the river side of the tracks we had
e real good ski Jjump.

What about some of the other sports Baseball, Tockey?

Well they had an open air rink gbout where the village public
works is. That's the one T can remember. Before that they use
to meke them on the river,

Getting back to the businesses, what about Myros end Smith?
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T can go right back to when Smith wes operating it and that was
where you go right up the street past the present building. On
the left hand side, there was a big cribbing there holding the
road up. That's where Smith had his store. But then he dle\.
There was & gop in there, we lived in Smithers Tor three or “our
yeers. But Myros ceme along and he...T forget her name now, got
married and Myros built & new building. The one renevetlng now
and later they moved the o0ld Smith building down to right -

strai ht across from the building they're renovating now and
turned it into a high school and that's where I went to high
school. The primarv school was where Rosie Morrison lives.
Thet's where it was; there and that's where the school yard. In
fact, T think Rosie's house is built out of the materisl from
the school., Smokev tore it down and then built a2 house there.
Tt would be T guess in the “ifties when they built the high
school they have now. But by that time they had little schools
all over town, renting rooms here and there.

S

What year (id Myros close down or sellout tc York?
It was in the early seventies. Ifyros built the house in two mile.
When was the R.C.M.P. barracks built down there?

Part of the building must have been built im the early thirties

and then it was added on to. But I don't know when it was added
on to. At one time they patrolled too, I think. They patrolled
from Terrace to Purns Lake and they still had horscs of course,

they had horses right up to the forties.

Whet kind of enterteinment was available? Show Hall, Dancing
Girls, Yewspaper?

They would bring a show down once a week. They had to bring -
these power plants down with them because we didn't have the
proper kind of power. There was very little powver in Hazelton,
just some of those little DC plants. They were still depending
on coal oil lamps and bmss lemps. It must have been in the early
fifties when they started up the diesal plant. That's when my
brother Rod, went to work Tor them actuslly. rphev had been
operatlng for a couple of years before that and he started with
them in 1952,

What can you tell us sbout the newspaper?

Oh it was e small newspaper about the format of the province
exceptionally 4 pages and that was operated by Mr Ssul. I
forget whether he sold the equipment to:Terrace and it becsme
the Terrace Herald
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Originally that paper had been in Hazelton, but when the big boom
went on and the railroad went through New Town. He moved it to .
New Town, but then things wezt flat.

Why 2i¢ things go flat thers for awhile, and expansion started
in Smithers and Terrace?

Well it...it mede once that reilroad went through instead of
everthing coming on the steamboats and being distributed all
the way up the Bulkley Valley; and as<far as Prince George in
some cgses as far as Tort George then. That took away a lot

of the economy of the country, the railroad going through, end

I suprose mining dropped off a bit, prospecting although i1t went
on umtil just letely. Well therts still a lot of it that goes on
only now they use helicopters instead of pack trains and there
was a big telegraph offiee here. I don't know how meny worked
in there but it was quite a fews Of course they had to supply
the Telegraph line a1l the operators and line men glong the

wav to telegraph creek. So the pack trains went out of here as
far as the eighth cabin. Then from telegraph creek they came
down to ninth cabin to distributethe food because the steamboats
were still running up the Stikine to Telegraph Creek.

What part did you play in the war?

T never got overseas. - I wes mostly a teacher. I taught hand to
hand combat, guerilla tactics etc. T was on my way to Burma
when T took sick and ended up in the hospital and by the time I
got out the wer was long over, so it wasn't really a very colour-
ful wer for me.

What was public opinion at the onset of wan?

Ch Hazelton was a town of o0ld men and young boys. Everyone was
gone that could possibly go. There was three of us that went.
Merie Wilson, she's my sister, she went and myv brother Phillip,
he was in the first special service force. ¥t was made up of
Canadians and Americans who wore something like the green berets.
Only they wore red berets. They had both Canedians and Americean
officers who led them. “e was killed at Anzio during the invas-
ion of Italy. He was only IQ.

Was there mucn of a change in the area ss the war carried on?

Yes. They had to take 13-14 year old boys and put them on the
public highways trucks to drive them. They couldn't get anyone
else., They had an army detachment at Skeena Crossing to guard
the bridge there. They had other roving patrols because they
were prime targets and Prince Rupert wes an importasnt place.
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There was no highway down there then. So they had to mske sure
the bridges weren't bLlown up, because there were people around
that would do it you know.

When did that road go into Rupert?
It was tinished before the war was over.
Wes there much of & change in the economic base in the war?

Yes, well thats when the huge merket for lumber came in
streams and the small portable mills started operating.

What were some of the 0ld industries that you don't see anymore

I guess the mining was the only one.the pack trains as well and
of course trapping has disappeared, that was a big ome

What was the economy like during the depression? Did it hit this
area very hard?

Yes but if you wanteddto expend some energy you didn't go hungry
becausemost people 2te well that botherd to do some hunting or
anvthin 1like that.T remember mv father hada garage and there were
some days that there would be 1.25 in the cash registar and that
would be for labour,the rest would be meat, potatoes snd eggs
things like thet; bartering. We were in the house, there was &
big barn down where Steve Juhas has his restaura.t right across
the street from his place and then there was snother one where
Scotty lives, A big barn there where people could pat there
horses when they came to town.

Whav do you know gbout the steamboats?

Just what I've read. As I say they were gone six years before
I was born. When T wes & smell boy in Port Essington. I use
to play on the the 01d Inlander. It was us on the beach there.
The mechinery had been stripped out of her, but other than that
stie was in one piece. Now I hear she has disappeared entirely.
But that would have been 1928 when T played on her, and she
was out of the water then about Y8-36 years.

What do you know sbout the following places: Fort Steele?
I've just driven through it .
First Cebin and the telegraph line?

The cabins wer= rough by & days travel apart. That was 20-25
miles then. They had helfway cabins. They were just a smsll
place, so that if a man were stuck during the winter, he could
go there; then they ha® what you call refuge cabins which were
Just lean-to that they could light a fire in front. They would
Eave wood and probably some kind of stove and maybe a little
food.

Who took care of the maintenance of these places?
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One of %he big trucks that I remember here was a chain driven
truck with solid rubber tires on it, Hugh Rirch used to drive it
it had no c2b on it.

How were cars built back then?

Well I ¥now one thing, that they're nice maybe to romance about
but T wouldn't own one todey. The weird lights would fell off a
10,000 miles and fenders would fall off becemse they were put on
8o clumsily. No heaters, even in sedens. TIf you were at 10,000
mlle without a valve Jjob: you were d01nb good. And & 20,000 a -
ring job, bearing job and another valve job. No they can romance
all they want about those 0l1d cers. I worked on those o0ld cars
I worked on those 0ld caers. They were still around when I was
working while a teenager, but working with a mechanlc. I*d ===
sooner have g 1985 model. Funny thing is that if you 1gured out
the cost of a car in those devs compared tc the cost o” cars
these days in relation to wages, they are far cheaper now then
thy were then. Tor one of those cars you paved zaybe 13-14
hundred dollars for the better model and T was celculeting that
when T were to work if I'd put all my checks ia the bank, it
would ta%e me 8 years to buy a car and today it would take less
than g year. S@ in relation to the dollar, cars have gone down
in price and you get a much better cer, evergthing in it, self
contained.

When you say a better modei, what would be the differenge between
& good one and a bad one?

Well, a model T retailed in Hazelton for about §7502.00, and well
say one ofthe big studebakers and Nash would be about 1500 o0.
They were much more power.

Did they hawe air conditioning?

Oh no. The 2ir conditioning was the eir blowing around the wind-
shield. 7You had to stop when it started to rain and put curtains
around the side. No they were nothing like they were now and of
course the roads were poorer, if you were 2 good driver you could
meke it to Smithers irn 2 hya. that was in the th¥rties. No there
was no comperisen. An odd thing was there was an airplane flying
here when I was five years o0ld with big game hunters. 01¢& George
Burns bought one. That's how my stepfather came into the country
he ceme into overhaul because he'd been a mechanic in the sir-
force in the FTirst World War. But when he wrote up the estimate
on it, George Burns thought it was to much, so he sold it. The
first radio, T remember you took turns putting the headphones on
to listen to it. There was a Tamily named Coxes that live right
next to the pentacostel. Well their house was were Mae Simpsons
house is now and they had & radio. Cnce in a2 while us kids

would get in there and we could put the headphones on and listen
a bit.

What was family l1ife like?
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Tt was certainly alot tighter then it is now. You did things
es & unit. TIf you were going to have a picnic that was a big
thing. Nice weather wees to go out and heve a picnie, both summer
and winter, T carried that on for a long - tiue s¥en with my own
family. When the kids were 8,9,12 years old we use to go out
in the winter time and have pienic somewhese. Tour mile bridge
there use to be a big beach there. It's gone now on the other
side by that pully end that was & great place to go. You could
go swimming there, because the water didn't move out very fast,
so it warmed up 2 bit. PBut families did things as 2 unit not
like now when cne goes one way and another goes another way,
OFf course the boys had alot of wood to cut every year. Saw it
all by hand with & five foot cross saw. Split it, carry it in,
bring coal in, carry the ashes out, carry =211 the water for the
dey. We hed a large family you see, there was nine of us. My
mother and father a2lso. So that meant a forty-five drum o
water every¥ey had to be carried from the river. We'd carry it
in buckets and make quite a few trips. When we got old enough
we'd drive a truck down to the river and fill it, drive it back,
then trensfer it to another contsiner. There was several people
in town wh made a living carrying water to the restaurants end
hotel. 10¢ a bucket. Chinamen with the pole over there shoulder
and the lzst one around that carried water for & living is
Robert Robinson. He carried water for a living.

What foods were z2vailable then th-t aren't svailable now?

Well for one thing, there was sea foods that you could buy in the
Hudson Bay that you can't buy now. Like seaweed would come in
cakes and dried herring eggs and dried oolichon things like that
are sbout a2ll, We didrn't have the fresh lettuce and those kind&
of things in the winter time et Christmes time they would bring
in one for Christmas but that waes about it. I can remember corn
growing. See it was almost a solid building triangle motors

is now. That lot was & lot larger those davs and it all burnt
down one night and I don't remember when it burmed. T think I
wes living up the Kispiox at that tim2. Then Dr Wrinch _bhought
it and planted corn there one vear. There is a picture downtown
of Bill Sargents father end Dr. Wrinch standing beside the corn
end it was many feet taller than they were.

Pid you use & lot of cenned “oods?

No. Not reelly. People had places to store food. But mind

you for people that were going out on & pack train, or for those
working on the telegraph line all their food had to be canned
except for fresh meat. They hunted fo- fresh mest. Thev were
also supplied with fresh meat even their tutter was canned, their
potatoes and thzir vegetables were canned.

How was your salary divided up each month?
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Just by the seat of your pents. When I was first merried I

paid 10,20 dollars a month “o r rent for a house. It was one

of the more modern houses. It had a pump in it. You didn't
have to earry water, you could pump it. That house is still
standing, just back of” where Trombleys live. There is a little
log house that was 1940. When I got merried they raised my rent
to 75.00 dollars a month. If our total bill at the store wes
over $£0.,00 dollars, my wife would get upset.

What was the overall effect when the publiec school and the
Indian school were amalgamated?

Well, we got much Better...a wider variety of teaching. MNind
you, I have no complaints about the teachers we hed. A teacher
that hendled from grade 8-13 waes doing & pretty good job and I
don't think we really lacked that much except our lab was
pretty primitive., But it was better all around and there was

& good gym built; see that was both primary and high school at
the time., It was the Tirst eamalgemated sechoel in B.C, could
have been in Canada.

How many people lived here when you arrived?

Ch, T don't remember, I don't heve the faintest idea. There was
quite a few more houses. There was quite a “ew living in two
m11e at thet time. Our population, I'm sure, has gone down right
in the village of Hazelton.

What can you tell us about Two mile? It seems like kind of an
interesting place, but no one has much to say about it.

Well it's only hear-sgy with me. When I remember there wss a
deiry there across the road from Bensons. Ed Sweet had a dairy -
then. He sold to someone who so0ld to Sendons. Then there was
quite a few oldtimers living in cabins up there. Trom its hay
dey when the peck trains operated it has gone down hill since&
then., That's when the pack trains were operating from Hazelton
into Manson Creek.

Was there one event in the past that you find extremely interesting?

Well we would have to go to the flood of 1936, In '28 all the

lower streets in Hazelton was covered, quite & few houses were
washed away, we would drive out to four mile bridge when it was
really high and of course the bridge wes much lower then it is

now, you would gee the houses coming Jown © om kispiox ell in

one pisce and a big whirlpecol would suck it dovn ond it woild

turn up matei: wood on the other side. we went up to silver stenlard
mine and glen vowel was &all under water they had to move up to th e
highway to get away from the river.Tt was all a.combination of:
heavy snowfall, late spring, hot weather, then csme warm rain

from the mountains,it ceme in June.this yeer it would have heppened
i that warm ra‘n that we got last week had come about a month ago
we would of had a flood.
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Crime and police protaction,what do vou remember about the police
in the area?

When the police were downtown they did much more foot patrol.Tf
there wes a breck in they seemed to ¥now Jjust who to go get and
throw them in Jjail.But there wasn't that much crime.No vandalism
parents made darn sure that their kids didn't do any thing wrong
th-re was 2 bunch of -13 men that use to hang out in front o” the
0ld Omenica Hotel were Alice Maitland has ner store now, on beches
eand if they seen & ¥id acting up on thc street they went up anc
cuf“ea them one and you didn't go home and tell your mother for

she w uld cuff vou one four times harder for acting up on the street
we use to-call them the league o~ nations.there are big many colour-
ful characters back then:sourdough McKay, we use to like to go and
visit them when we were kids, lots of sto ies to tell but if there
was a 1ull in the conversation he didn't stop talking he started
talking to himself and at baseball games vou could alweays tell he
was around, he had the loudest voice in the country T remember hip
and arother ol® timer from Smithers,Bud Dawsor walking eround with

a handful of money betting on the baseball geme, T didn't know so
much about them but they hed fancey names for sll these people;

Pea Vine Marvey, Stringbeen ilson, Laughing Swede, Galloping

Swede, Black Olson, they had colourful names.

Can you think of any trouble thet you got irto that you find
emusing now?

No, T think the worst I ever did was throw rocks om Bud Grantd roof
he lived where Sersh Marshall lives we'd stand up on the hill to

get him upset. well the trouble you got into at home wes far worse.
if you did enything, cause your parents would really Jjump on you,
they didn't waste no time either T don't remember my dad or my
stepfather ever slapning me.Cause my mother she was only <'11"

but boy she sure ran the Qlace.Parents were way more strict then

than now couwse they didn't want the family embarrassed by the actions
o? their children, they dicn't hurt us.

What type 0o° clothing was fashionable?

Jell there was no 3 nthetic material then inthe winter time it
was wool and in the sumuertime it was cotten.But T remember in
the 1920's the great thing “or the boys to were was blue demim
bell bottoms with a red triangle on theside, that their fad
cause we weren't allowed to go to schocl in blue Jjeens., we

had to go to school in dress pants and & proper jacket,white
shirt polished shoes,Tdon't know if the school enforced it or
if the parents enforced it, but oyu had to go to school dressed un,
We started at 9:00am, had a recess at 10:20, lunch form 17:00
ti 1:00, another recess in the afternoon and you were out at
2:20, the discipline was very strong while ~ou can imagine one
taecher teaching eight grades there could b no noise, vou even
had to be careful to put your penecildown quietly.one blackboard
et the front an? on~ at the side?

hat made you stay in Tlazelton?
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T liked the country my mother wes born here, ny grandmother was

boen here and was about £0., My father came from 8weden,lly grandfather
Mec Tntosh was born in 1927, .The first Hudsons Bay store was

down there where they have the cenotaph. It was there. Then they
built that one that's the warehouse now. And...I've just forgotten
that was in the 192S or 1930.

Wasn't that the o0ld fire hall?
KNo.
Where w-oe the fire hall?

They had a 1little bit of 2 one down there zbout where the paddle
wheel is. They had one of those two wheel cart with hoses on

it, and lots of buckets there, because when they'd have a fire
they'd have a string of men from the river up to the fire, passing
buckets to one ano‘'her.

So you didn't have a volunteer fire depertment?

Uh, Uh. But the Hudson's Bay store sold everthing that a pioneer
Store sold in those days. 4 full coverage of things. Sargents
did the same thing. WMyro's pretty well the same. They were all
basically "General Stores".

Were t"ere any specialty shops?

7ell not that T really remember, but ‘nthe early days there were
stores that just sold wo en hats, there were stores thatsold

mens c]othing,ehoe store, shoe repeir and realestate office.

T don't remember the big resteaurant end hotel that was there were
that building, Myros's cld »uildir-g that they are renovatlng but
black jack Mac Donel? had a hotel there that ran twenty-"our hours
a day , waiters in white coats the whole bit,

Was there much of a night life:bars, pool hallsf?

Well there was three beer parlors,there was one...well no not

right in Hazelton there was two in Tazeltorn one where Alices

store is now and the other one was down on the river bank.

there was two hotels down there that burnt down one after the other
then there was a hotel and a beer parlor in south Hazelton and one
in New Hazelton end T barely remember the Mazelton hotel that sat
where Bob BRlackstock and Dickie Browns house.There was the Hazelton
Hotel there and outside f that concerts and dances thet was sbout
it for the night 1life oe Hazelton.

Whet about a tlacksmith, was there one hbre.

VYes there was. The first one that T remember was Jown opposite
Steve Jushaz beside the big barn that was there then the next one
is where the omenica building is now.Teddy,T forget his last name
had a blacksmiths shep there, then there was three garages in later
voars,one, my dad had one right where the cenctaf is an® then tri-
engel mtors thats the wav the highway ran into town not the way

it does now,it came down by the sglvation srmy and down by the
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Anglican church then down to 'ksen and across the river thereon t
thie bridge to S8outh Hazelton, and you could drive at almost any t
time to kissegukla and if the wae her was dry you could drive to
cedervale

So the roads were basically just mud?
Oh yeah they were just wagon roads
Did you ever get stuck?

Oh yes, many, meny times. We were always getting stuck with
wagons going home. Up the Kispiox Valley in the Spring. The
we ons would be in the mine up to the hubs.

How populated was the:Kispiox Valley at that tim>7

There were pr._bably as many then as there ere now. The populetion
dropped drasicelly for a long time, then it picked up agein.

Becsuse of the depression and that,,people moved away or died off,
There were alot of single men living up there. Almost the whole
valley was taken before the “irst world war, but then when the first
world war came, they were all young men. They weut to the Army.

Most of them didn't come back. I mean they didn't come back to this
ereg, T don't think they were all killed, they just settled somewhere

else. Because they hed a post office and a small store, just this
side o Marty fllens.

How long have you been involved in the village? W¥ith the village
council?

Thirteen years. I think if anyone .emembers back six or seven years,
we've made a great chenge in 01d town. Trying to keep the original
concept, but it's pretty hard, you have to judge between the two.
What we're trying to do is have a mix of the new and mix of the

old. That's what we're after,

4is there plans to eventually change June's place as well?

No T don't think so. We have tried, but June didn't go for that.
Because we had lots ¢ money to do thet. We paid 60-80% of ell
costs, renovate the buildings on the outside. Oh, we*lIl be of?f
and running pretty soon. We'll have all kinds of ideas just sort
of simmering. To make Hazelton a better tourist attraction. We
worked S5 years on that craft shop. Got it underway. TIt's deoing
well. TIts a nice place. More people are becoming interested in
bringing in home crafts.

Do vou think thers will be a pick up of tourists now?
Oh yeah,
Do you find it becoming a mejor industry?

That is what we want, because we have no secondary industry. We
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havern't got any land ror secondary industry. So that is why we're
going a”t . r tourists.,..I'd say in another five yvears you'll see 2
~big change. We're just trving to get enough money together to
stert develoning that ares towards the river, We have over five
hundred acres,but that's going to be costly to get a water line
over there.

¥hen did thev put water and sewer in town?

Well water has been in town for quite awhile. There was & smell
svstem working, up bv the Selvation Army was a big well underground.
When the spring wasn't suppling enough water, Sargent used to pump
water up from the river, up into the system, and then it would run
back down. But in 1965, T guess...no it was earlier, when they put
in water from th: leve, TI've forgottem.when though. But in 1966,
we did quite z rebuild job, when thev first paved the streets. Then
it was about that time when we put the sewer plant in. Three years
ago we upgraded the water system in town. Some of the lines were
too smell. Just be"ore we repaved.

What can you remember about Scuth Town€?

Well it was verv small, when T can remember. There were a ‘ew
people living there. There was a hotel, and in later years, a store.
The Cargent family from New “azelton built a store there. But there
wasno school right in South Hazelton. The school was down where
Johnnv Aantjes lives. Way out by Seeley lake. That's where the
school was. Many kids that were living on this end of South Town
they ceme down to Hazelton to go to school, it was easier for them.
Wag there a road between New Town and South Town?

Yes, but it was just a trail. In the drv weather you could drive it.
Just enough for one car?

Uh, huh. Thet's all these roads were. All over.

So they h:=? Tcts ofturnoffs in case you wet someone?

No. Just put one wheel in the ditch. They weref®® that deep of
ditches.



