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The buildinzg of the old hall,

They would g=ther upmmonéy,‘I :emember my oiLder sister going
iround collecting money: from all the buisinesses. The native
people doing the laibour, you knmow it was aLl volunteer work
chat built that Git:.nmaax hall in the first place. My mom
and dad were very active nd religous, nal¢ the hall needed
organizers =and that was my parents. My mom, Mrs. Sterritt and
U rJ lMcKenzie's notler ©l ey were the cnes that did the orga-
n;dln~,1§;E§§45e» L Heet- f£=men would be working on the
hzll - nd the Women would De working on a lunch to bring the
men. The men would bring their own toolu to worksh mmer,hand=
saw, they provided their own tools.I alw ys Admiredthxt and
i'd wish that would huppen today,Even if it was to build =
house, his neighbours would all get together to help him
and thet was 411 withaut any pay. That was the way old houses
got build, thiey helped eac: other; ti-t was somet ing we've
lost volunueeework or doing ©t out of the goodness of your
hesrt. Meybe it was ne€smsarycause money is so impoitant now
diys,it wasn't as important when I was young. They got thing
done without money.I think the Salavation Army was good &t
that,it was a lubour of love.If our church burnt down

today I don't think we would ever get it biult 2zain(as ine-
e.pensive), that kind of thing doesn't h- ppen anymore.

Do you remember any fe=sts yhen you were ydung?

there seemed to Le 4lot. They happened in the winser, there
Were some in the summer.I remember one in Hagvilget «~itt

.y parents, they had theirs outside. Théy had « litile hall
but it was nice - outside so they had their d:ncing singing

I used to see thise ceremonies lots cause my parents.I

¢an remember go.ng to faests und -sitting with the cheifs,

t is happenéd becﬂuse ny f¢ther was cheif nd sometimes he
couldn't mike it, so I would go in pl .ce.I cun remenber itting
there till Ifour in the morning and th nking of how I .ould
r..ther be out with friendseMy dads speci:l seat Wwas right
beside John Smiths, remember he was next to me, he was close
anyway. He use (o pat me on the head and s y in Gitksan "it'll
be over soon, child". He could see I was becoming impatient

and yet protocal required you sit there and that was what he'd
do, sit there.I just remember Mr. SmitheI Wéuld fill in fo:r |
my mother or father.I remember going to fea: ts that were held—
by my mothers tribe, fireweed.The big differ nce is the children
and their const nt playing, before the children use to stay

.t home. It h d to be quite cuase there wasn't any loudspeaker
Lor the cpeaker.I remember being discsapponted by the ciild-
ren becuise I was trying to hear che slders sp ek and couldn't.

Did you te cih your kids the way your parents tauBht you?
Very similar = little disc.pline didn't hurt an one .
pid you-hang around with your parents?

No, I didn't but times .re changi g I remember when

Jeiunie was sixteen nd We 1llowed her o go to her first
schodl damce, but she had a older brother, liickey, «ho was
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there, We knew she wus iocked «iter.I remember he rebelled
cwuse £he 1lways had to go home before the party was over
“"Gee, I alw ys have to come home before the lun begins™ but
she (lways ¢ w~ lome anyway.We alwaiys disciplined our children
but we were more lenient «1t Marty and He..t: er.

Whet kind ol changes hdppened in Fgze.ton?

Mostly new people coming in, even after .e were m.rried we
were still in . state where we knew everyone here in Huzelton
eve.. in New Town, We knew everyone, I thin.. the new people ire
the ch nie, th ts not to long ago.Now 1i you go to sociul
eveut, I don't go too to mauy, every once and . wrile my
hu-band nd I go, I feel like a stringer.Before we used to

go -nd We knew everyone. No+ I hate going beczuse ever3\od
there 0.ld be strangers to me, thit was =« .ig ch :
it's bec.use I'm older, threres lot of people I
I'n. older .nd I don't #wn-.t to go out.I don't even n
tedchers agy ore—in: th.t my kids aren't 1 SC'OOl. :
to kno# L. t'e teuachers I used to mike it my business to know
the teacherw, Except the ones hit live close by like Curay
iir_.To me it's the people th .t h .ve chuhge i, 3ﬁy'“° strangers
nind you tley're Prob lly good peo :le Wren you get to know
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them. Fzguess the int ng bles th .t you don' t see right wauy
re thh mugor ch 1.ges
Do you reme.ibsr .r. Biines?

Yes yours .nd Miurty's kindergarten te: rer.I tlink her inte
intention. were good you h.ve to remember th t .he was a
europe .n, & germ.n, she's differant. Hep attitude was differant
tlan mine but her intentiocu of taeching were good. She realized
the: e had to be - kindergirten.I don'st ra$llv «NOW Were she
c.me from, but hen he cme round nd sked Dbout Marty I
thought 1t was «wgsod 1dea. I snet Heather down to Mrs. Hobb's
mokher, she h.d « _roup of ibout five kids and a gr.ndchild,
Biend. and Gordie nllbon were the other ones. She Zould 1nv1te
the (ids there and it was feee, she felt her srinddiughter
needed the education’zand the comp - .nion:hip.It wis @& couple

of d ys 4 weeks Then lirs, B.ines came to set up a regular
Kindergarten class, She was there for two years and the
mothers hod to take turns helping , bzcause shz was always

by her elf. She must have had a4 grant of somekind, I

thinz it was a small grante All I know is that she™R.d
enough .0 p.y for % e remt. We had to pay just b dollurs

a month, I went once a week to help, it was all volunteer

W OTK, ﬁnd the school board finally s s the need nd took
over. It seems they have to see it work before they do
smething in that effect.

(So, Marty and I were the beginning of orzanized labour)
Yes, 4nd it wis quite inventive of her t use the rented
.partuent for kindergarten , it was out of conc-rnfor tle
children that they had the room for their cliss es.He turned
“n apariment at the back for aclass room ( t the old Myros-
omith building). Ithink there was just the oae bithroom,it
Was « begining

pid you win .ny trophies?
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No, Just s .. te.u. Usglly justribbons, therewas just not -
enough money. I can remember the boarding school, they had

S ;0ats days nd prizes of a pair of socks or . book to read
things like that, they were .ilways wrupped up —icely. That

was o re.l award for winning something, the cups :nd trophies
c me later on in life. Thats big business I tiink you c:un get
an award for going to the vathroom.It used to meun somethin g
signiic.nt , ow they offer so .any uwards the value has dep-
reciated. You don't have to be good to «win zn awrad these
duys. It's somthing I don't azree with but I'm i o.d woman
and theres «lut I don't asree with

Whot aboutl equal rights ?That must have ch nged your views
not just being « woman but alse 2 native?

Oh definuntly. There ic definantly + lot of descrimindation i n
this town, it's very s.ttle but it's there.One of the 1ig
things, in church down the islethey had = white rone, satin
thhat was for t e whites and the naitives on the other-side.

I don't remember this it was before my time, but I do
remember the hospital«here the natives couldn't go thraugh
the front door, they had to use the back. Because I was a
young person «nd 4 rebel I would ch:llen e them and go through
the .ront door, I know they turned other peopbe bick but they
never s4id anything to me. I challenged them everytime nd
always got away with It.I «as never ill if you had friends

ia the hespital you had to go through the back door-if you
were <« patkint you still had to go through the back door. They
divided the ward in half, the white people on one side and
the natives on the other.It wasn't until Dr. Whiting came
th..t they did away with it. That was when they did away with
discrimination. -

He was +lways my doctor, was he:Maryy's doctor too?

@hyyes, I conremember -+ time when Marcy was twleve and if h e
toox ill and doctor whiting wash' t there,he wo.ld have died
instead of going to see another doctor
(So he was part of everybody's life)

It «as his attitude I think he made you feel 1i e you Were
soeclal. He was @uitess 3person. Discriminztion, even Wwith our
own people, was felt by me, especialy when I was child. I
fought «giinst it I let them know who I was.

(th:t was before womens 1.b)

Yes, that was before womens right. Even witiin your own famiyy
yo. felt it. Even the man you married felt the discrimination
You were looked down on becuase of being . women, you h:d t o
do certain things. I demand that quality inz person, if

I can have it, I «will it i.. my own home.I don't hoW successful
I've been.Watching my own sons in there own marri-:.ges, they
pull tleir own wieght. They hid to Look- after their baubies

they bathe thefr own child before they siy it was womens work
I sez them cook thelr own meels, I see them wish there own
dizshes. I trhink discrimin:.tion dosen't changes you have to chinge,
individu ls change, you have to know yourself, before they
respect yow in individu-lchoice. Thats why you don't see me
sceeaming on T. V., scre'min for feminest equ.lity.I 'm
responsible for yhat I am.I t was actolice I made.I vould
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never gst un on a so0.pbox and scream. I don't think you

c.n legislace attitudess 8o thiat's whait they'RE screaming
This new thing, th .t native women c.n get b ck their status

I won't be part of it, it w. a big mist ke in the first
place. Now 1t's ging to be a big mess, and they said

It's a st..rt, you have to st rt somewhere. They can't undo
the mist.ixes they, how stupide When I got m.rried, I got

+ cx1ll from the Indi.n igency, it used to be u» on the hill
there.- I think his nme wis Mr, Morganwright. I just forgot
about about him czause he called me up and told me I wesn't

an Indun anymore. I said yeah, and how you going to do that
He said you know wh .t I mean, I knew, but I wasn't going to
let him snows You not Indian anymore, how you going to tha.t
he was talking about the papers then.

THE NATLIVE VOTE .IULT E.VE BEEN JULT AFTER TEE WaR?

Oh yeah I can remember that, of course I was allowed to vote.
I was able to vote =ince I got marrieds. I never accented
the word status. «und I wouldm't even join the non=status
group. They invited me, but I-just hated the government
words It dWidn't matter it was DIA creating all that.

DO YOU REMEMBER THE OLD FIREHALL BELL?

Oh yeah, Actually it struck fear in your hears when you
hexrd 1t, like that siren goes off now, when it goes off
other room. That bell you could hear it 211 overs It was
just a scurey feeling

HOW- DLD THEY GET TO TEE-FIRE?

They never used anything ev rybody just ran, afterawhile
t ey had vehicles.

HOW DID THEY °UT THE FIRE OUT?

They used the old mun=power and pails later on they had

hoses were the start. It wasn't too long ago that they
installed fire hydr mts. Man power was always available
they Jjust went eciuse there wus a needs There were some that
were expert until they formad the volunteer fire department
It still is a volunteer., Everybody just did it, they went
out of curiousity. . long time ago, I felt a concern for

the lives thot might be lost.

WHAT ABOUT THE OLD GRE"N POLICE STATION ?

Well as far as I'm concerned it was alwayd therey when they
had courage workers. Then the RQMP came they used to work
from over there(next door) They had horse and st ble, at
least one was patrolling., (any emergencies)

. No I don't think so. I cin remembe. the frovincial
Police, the police had a lot of power. If y.u resisted
arrest there was nothing to stop them from be.ting you
severely up. They were the law. They did mix very well.

They played balll with the people. They mixed well, they



were young.
DID ANYONE STaY?

No, I don't think so, maybe the hexd guy for 5 years. There
not like the nurses or teuchers, in which some stayed on.
Nurses or teachers would stay on, because they would get
married, mostly nurses though.

WHAT ABOUT RADIO? WH.T DID YOU LISTEN T0O?

On a personal basis-I enjoyed stories, but we never had a
radio till later, when I was getting older. and baseball
I remember cause we all knew all the rules.

(what were the nwues of the big players)

I don't tlink we weren't into personalities: unless big names
like Bube Ruth. We weren't into hero worship, like we are
nows If they were good, it would be for a year or so.

It was our communication vehicle. I think the radio was

a big help.

SIKON GUNANOOT?

Well there were stories, but it was there point or personal
views. There were books. There was the native side. The
natives believed him.

DID YOU KNOW JOHNIY MOORE?

He went out on-the police p:rty. There were stories thut
Simon would warm up by there fire. The polices iidn't know
but the nuatives did :

(they didn't say anything) No, trey would leave food for
him, after.they left. There wre interesting stories. So

he weuld fool around with them, but Johnny would have some
good stories if his memory is still good. The fisst time.

I saw Johnny was at the hall opening that was yei.rs since I
last saw hims He'd be 2 good one to inter¥iew, for basebagll
toos. He played shortstop «nd was very good.

WH.T POSTION DID YOU PL.Y?

I played pitcher or 1st base or anywhere except catching
that was for Bmma Hilbach.

WHAT-DO YOU THINK ABOUT HAZ ELTUNS? GENERALLY?

I think I'11l live here for the rest of my Ler. I think
I think I can live anywhere, my church is a big strength to
me, if I go on holiiiys, I go %o church everyong is goodat
church, but not °"otcy his iends, his works I don't
think he cauld leave. I likeFazelton my friends are here,
my relatives. I havVe no aspirations of betcsr living, I
dfn't likethe city, it's good to visit but the nace Is too
fast &and my on.y rﬁouest is too be buried at the Hazelton

Cementary. I told my family if you bury me at Two Mile T'11



2pply for my status.
DO YOU REMEBER TEE BUSINESS MEN OF-LONG GO, LIKE LECHUNG

Oh yes, theChinese people Le Chung, B C Jimmie, JO=-Ham
B. C Jimmie built «nd ran B. G Cafe, Jo-Ham had 4 rest urant
where Terry Jaek lives now. O K. Jo had a restaurant wnere
Sam's or Sunrise Cafe is nowse It was more than just a
rgstaurgnt for the natives it was a plice to hang out. I
never hung out. there we just went there too eat. Jackson's
was only here for a little whiles Thel :.te Bob Mah was a
new comeres Le Chung ran the laundry. They vwere good people
nd my goodness if you were & friend of the rs, you were a
friend for life. Le Chung had a2 ritual at Christmas he would
order Chines lilies =nd leachie nuts. He would wrap thjnuts
inside the lilies. He would do t is for all his customers,
I rememberhimbringing a big boxful for our big family. He
would do it Jjuct in time to make for his friends. The
Chines always liked Scotyy, he ate there when he wis a
bachelor, They sent him gifts of all ages. Special presents
Thactlier bus nessmen ®ell I don't really kn w khem... My
grandfather was an BEnglishman, my father a half-breed. My
grandfatner came from England to run the b.ye My gr ndfather
w.s the chiefs sisters My father wis a result of tht
relationship I don't remember my grandfather, he left the
area. He wanted to take my dad away to educate himgz.My

dad regretting not goingwhen he became Chief for not being
educateds In those days Victoris was the end of the world
He was the a good ghief. *hen DIA st rted the b nd council
but they elected hereditary chiefs. Nobody would consider
running for postion. Mr. White was the first big Chief
when:DIA st .rted. James White that's Kathkeen Wale's dad
Gitemgald, but people dem«nded he was to be there and when
the other DIA wanted coundllors they put-all theother
hereditary chiefs in They wouldn't vote for an ordin ry

erson. But when they say chief, I think hereditary

It should be like that, hereditwry) But in the newspaper
there talking about a different chief and it isn't hereditary.
There's quite a difference.
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DID WWII AFFECT THIS AREA?

Yes, to some degree, but not as much as in bigser place
Qite a few left for the war. Both World Wars In the first
WW Doug Mow:tt's dad went away, Andrew the Mowatt§ the
Hamilton Boys in fact I was pictures of them in their
uniformg& in the 1lst WW they had the things wound around their
legs, between their boolts and pants. Then in the 2nd WW
there was Smokey Morrison, Solomon J.ick, Arthur Kusick, <

n named Isa ¢ Brown I think- they called him pickles. I

:;nt know why he was in tre Army. My husband had joined
© Reserve forces. .nd there were more



T

UID THE NICKNAMES H.VE ANY IMPORT:iNCES?

Oh yes most people had a reason for having nicknames, there
usually was = story behind its Even the natives had their

own nicknames (in their native tongue) They played a role.
What we thought was silly but bhere was a mason behind the
n:mes, of importince Yeazh that world war II had me
tragedies too. Scotty's younger brother died he was a soldier
Marie's younger brother was a paratrooper, he died. Phillip
Janze.he was-@ paratrooper he died too. and there were others
Wie were affected indirectly, our family. My husbund was
working in logoing and the government ruled it was an essentizl
Job, he wus given the chance to stay. He went to the reserve
army, they kept him back to keen th:it industry going.

The few women to going Marie Janze (Marie Wilson now) the
Lakey woman (Marth: Lakey) Kathy Sargent was 2 nurse in

England she was 4 war bride. The effect was indirecTly. %
Another thing was thit ve only had one doctor. They were
scarce. He was one of them and the ritioning 'nd if you

had a big f.uily they'd give you accordingly so sug:ir was the
main concerns 4ll the best went to the army the army had
1st choices Otherwise it wasn'T T00 bad.



