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V/ho and what was here when you arrived?
,fellwhen I ~irst came into Hazel ton, the .&>irstpeople I met
were Polly an "Jick Sargent, Isabell and Harry iiebster. As
~ar as ~hat there was down town; thFre was the up-to-~ate store,
the Shanghi, the 3.C.,Triangle motors, udson Bay, Lee Chong's
not too much else. he people th8t I got to know right away,
were probably the people that I worked with. hat is the teach-
ing staf , at the amalgamated school. fuen I first got into town
I came 1n on a Seturday. I spent all day Sunday out at the Kispiox
Rodeo. I met probably ever body in the area out tlere. But, I'll
be darned i I can reme her all their n es.
·:,'hatyear did you come?
September, 1960.

~~y did you come to Hazelton?
I apnlied for training as an Industrial rts teacher, and was told
that there was ncr~openings in the training centre. So I was out
working in the log~ing camp on the west coast of Vancouver Islen".
Then I received a phone call from the principal of the AmalgEmated
sc~ool ~sking if I would go to Vancouver for an int rview. I was
hir d because of my experience~ right then. I hadn't had any train-
ing, and I hadn't had any teaching experience, but they thought I
could handle the job.
Vfuo was the principal then?
Ray Zackarias was the principal, and also who I had the interview
with.
Can you tell me some of the changes in azelton since you've been
here?
I think the biggest change was whe~ we got paved roads. Because
previous to that, all the roads were gravel, mud, and in the su~er
time; Dust. That, and th enlargement of the area, the number of
houses. How the area has grown in terms o~ people living here, and
services and facilities. T really think that we're one of the more
fortunate little towns, as far as services that we have, the people
we h~ve to live wit~.
i.batwas the conomic base when you came?
~ostly ~ogging. It rr£s always

wenL LO the coast for fishing.
Hazelton Sawmill.

en. A large number of people
ut it was mostly logging vith the

~as it the on y sawmill thAt was here at that time?
here were a lot of those small outfits. But no othere lar e ones.

Do you know who owned the small ones?
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Oh let's see. Neil Sterrit had a logging camp, but I don't t~ink
he had a sawmill. ~ic Simpson had a sa~mill right bac~ here. Off-
hand I can't remember any more. There were others.
How were the winters?
Cold and Dry. I think we didnl " seem to get as mucb snowf'a'l I as we
do now. The snow was lot more powdery than it is no;'. And I think
cooler, the weather was cooler.
~nere did you live when you first came?
I spent the first year boarding wi th Harry and Isabelle 'i·~bster.
~~n I went away for a years training. It was during that perioo
that Anne and I got married. We came back and lived in a teacher-
age downt ovn , on Teacherage Row.
Tfuat street were the teacherages on?
River road.
high school.

lfuenI got here. ~ t~eeherages used to be behind the
IVhere t.he cafeteria ares is now.

How many teachers stayed there?
I really don't know.
What act ivitrss took place in the communi ty hall?
The-rewas a community hall down in old town that is still there.
That's where the theater is now. But most of the activities took
place in the school gym. There was badminton, basketball, volleyball.
Open to anybody?
Evenings, yes.
dhat kind of education did yoa receive?
The nirst three or four years I we~t to an Indian Residential on
Cooper Island. Then I transfered from t.ere to a public day school
in Balger and went to grade seven. I ~inished high school in Venco-
uver. ly teacher training was at U.B.C.
v ~~ ef~ect8 did the churches hav~ in the community?
I think they were a very uniting influence on the people, and part-
icularly in the villages.
Were a lot o,f'the activities "Church OrganizedYu
~iotnecessarily, no. The communi ty did most of f ts own organi zing.
~here-was a lot of organizing through the church, but on about the
the same basis as it is now •
•'/hatkind of health services were available?
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The hospital was there. Not the new one, the old onr. The one with
the elevator. e services were rea~ly good. I don t remember how
many doctors there w~rp, but the services were good.
Do you remember t~e doctors names?
Th~ only one I really remember is Dr. ~fuiting. He was our family
doctor.
How big was the school in terms of students?
~ben I came in 1960, it was then called Hazelton Amalga~ate~_
Elementary and Senior Secon~ary. There were 314 students.
~09 were elementary and 105 were senior secondary.
What can you tell us about Sargent's artore? 'What sort 0::' things
did they sell?
It -as a general store. It had everything. Groceries, hardware,
clothes. Pretty well pnything you needed they had. A good
general store.
How were the prices?
Comparing them with what I had experienced before. I thought their
prices were fairly reasonable considering the distance they had to
be shipped.
Was- the 01d store where the bank is, or the new store?
The new store where it is now. I never saw the old building.
,hat about the Myros-Smith building? Do you know anything about
that?
It was ther~. :t was the store and the post of:ice. But apart ~rom
that, I don t know. T can't remember ••
How about the R.C.~.P.?
They were where the cra:'tcentre is right now.
the same building. That's stil stan~ing.
Can vou tell us anything about the railroad? About r'hanges in the
railroad?

. ,retty well It s

A lot more traf~ic, that's about it.
What kinds of entertainment was available?
Well there were shows at the community hall. There was no theater
at that time. There used to be the odd show at the high school, but
most of them were at the hall.
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How about sports? A baseball team?
There were local baseball teams. It vas pretty popular. I was
mostly involved wit~ the sports at the school. There was hockey.
'rherewas an outdoor hockey rink in all the little towns.
Did you have a T.V. when you first got here?
No, t~ose didn't come in for quite a while. It was great not to
have them. We used to do a lot more family things, a lot more
community things. When T.V came in, then a lot of that thing died
down.
How long ago did T.V. come in?
I wouldn't even hazard a guess.
Ho, much was your salary when you started here?
I was making S4400.~O a year. Tmt was before deductions •
•.:latdo you think was the overall ef'<ect when the public school and
the Indian school was amalgamated?
It was amalgamated before I got here. The things that I really not-
iced and appreciated was how the two communities got along so well
together. Coming from down south, this type of thing didn't happen.
I could go into th'C!stores here, anff there were native people working.
~his was very uncommon do\vn south. I think it had to do with the fact
that the two groups being educated and raised together. I think it
was fantastic.
Is it true that it was the first amalgamated school in Canada? Or
is it just B.C.?
I'm not sure. I think it was just B.C. If not the first in Canada,
it was one of the first.
Can you say roughly how many people were here when you came? Around
the area.
No. I have no idea.
\~at year was John Field built?
1965, I t'-,ink.
DiCflyou start teaching there immediately al"'terit was built?
No, I was at the high school until 1975.
Was there one ~acet of the past that you find really interesting
about Have Iton?
I think the thing that impressed me the most was that it was unique
in the way t~at the community life was because of the influence of
the native and white communities reacting together, which I have a1-
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ways found a8 being very good.
long very we11.
How was the e~i~ rete dealt with? How did t~ey deal with crime?

he two co~unities seemed to get a-

~he R.rr.M.p pretty well took care of everything. I think that most
of the crime in this area has been very minor.
Can you think of any trouble that you got in~o that you now find
humourous?
As a teacher, yes. I wasn't what you call the ideal student when
I went to school. I did a lot of things that I see kirrs doing today,
and I ~ind it quite humourous. We thought we putting something over
on the teacher, and the kids now think they're putting something over
on us.
What was your first impression of Hazelton?
v.benI drove do\Vllinto Old Tovm and turned the corner into town, r
said to myself "My God, What am I doing here?" I had come up here
one year. ?5 ~rs have gone by and I'm still here.
What m~de you stay?
I like the communi ty, and I liked my job.

• ~jben you came, what kind of housing was available? Were there lots
of hous~s available?
No th~re wasn't. That's why the school board had provided teacher-
idges fo the teachers coming in. Because houses were so hard to
get. A lot of teachers were boarding with people. This situation
has improved to the piont that there are no more teacheridges.
When dQd you move up here? (New T0wn)
1972-73, something like that. Vlhen I first got here, this was all
bush, this has all developed since I've been here.
Was touri~ very big when you got here?
No, cs matter oj'fact, anybody who was crazy enough to drive into
t ;s country was really str-e.tchi.ng his luck. ~'henI first came here.
It took me twelve hours to drive from Prince Georg. ~he road was
50 bad that I thought I had lost the highway at times, because r had
to wait for cows to get of thp.road anf it was muddy.
V~at kind of car dt) you have?
I had a little red Fro~tenac~
What kind of car is that?
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It wa~ a s~all, chevy, T think.
Was unemployment a pr0blem here when you caree?
No, not fltt.hat time. There was a lot of work around.
Did you have any vagrants?
No, not that I can remember.
Wher~ did all the kids hang out'Z Like t~ey :lanf.Saround downtown now?
Well there wasn't 9:1 that much of what you call "hanging around."
There were activities at the school. There were community aetivitie~
such as ~k8ting and sol"tball. I don't recall places that they hung
out like they do now.
~ most of the kids go to school or did they start young Rnd quit
later?
The dropout rate was ~8irly high at the high school arotmd grade 10
there W3S a high dropout rate.
What Vlere their reasons f'or-dropping out? To go to ~\Iork?
Yes, in a lot of-cases, to go to work.
Did you ever go fishing down on the coast?
not since I cer-e up here. Before I became a teacher, I was a profess-
ional fi3\-_"rman. Off and on for a period of 12-15 year-s, That, arrf
logging was what I did. ifuen I got out of school I pretty well went
into logging. I was out of school from th~ ~ime Lwas 20 until I went
into teaching when I was 34. -

~as there sewer in Hezelton when you got here
No there wasn't. I can recall when they put in the sewer system.

uite a while after I got here. ~t was after we bought our place
downtown that ~~ey decided to put the sewer system.
Md you travel by s; • In anywher-e when you lived up here?
No, I didn't. If I was going anywhere I drove.
How long would it have taken you to get to Smithers?
Oh probably a-nhour. The road between here and Smithers asn't that
bad , rJud Creek was probably the wor-s-tplace.
Has this place always been called Hazelton?
As"ar as I know.
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Why r'fb you think the;vnamed it ffazelton?
Someone told me it was because of the Hazel nuts.
iivereyou ever a patient in the uld hospi tal?
Yes. I was in the old Hospital a couple o~ times.
Did you like it?
Yes. Well the facilities there were probably a little hit old, but
they were good. The staf~ at the hospital was very nice.
How was the food?
I spent 2and a half years in the hospital. In St. Pauls, In
Vancouver. I 'I1sdmy legs crushed. Comparing the food, I would say
that the food here was ~o~orb~tter t~an'the food at St. Pauls.
~ow much was your room at that time? In the hospital for a day?

Vlhen I was in tiazelton? I don't know, because I was under a med i ca'I
plan, and I didn't see the bills at all.
W~t did you think when you -first ~lentacross tae Hagwilget bridge?
It was high. I ti1ink that was my ~irst experience driving across a
suspension bridge of that type. I had of course been across the one
in Vancouver. I was impressed with the height, and the fact that at
that time it was just planked. I think on my first time driving across
once ~got started it was okay
~Vhat do you like most about Hazelton?
The qqietness, the friendliness, and the fact that you have lots
of room. Also, there's so many things to do. If you like the out-
doors you can go hiking, camping, fishing, snowmobiling, skiing,
swimming. There's a big variety.
At one poi~ people thought that Hazelton would eventually b as big
as Chicpgo is now. Do you think that it has potential now to become
that large?
Not much bigger. No, I think we wil always be more or less a small
town. I don't think our rf~sources are big enough. Certainly there's
quite a bit of logging, but you can aJmost see that coming to an end.
Vlli9.t do you think people will do when the Logg irig quits? Do you think
everybody will move away?
I don't think so. I think we'll always find something to do.
Were there any d ess codes in schools when you came here?
No, no thiag that we were too concerned wi the I thi.nkwe have more
or less oone with ~ashion. Vogue. here's bee~ nothing that I have
seen too outlandish •.
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Did they have a volunteer fire department when you came?

hat di they do in case oe a fire?
Turn the garden hose on, keep your fingers crossed and hope thst you
got a lot of help from. the neighbours. That s usually what happened.
Were many ...louses lost because of that?
Not particularly. I don't think so.
How about the incorporation of Hezelton?
I didn't follow w at was going on too much. So really, I dontt
know.
Can you tell us anything about the mines?
No they were pretty well fold d when I got here.

How about the Marshall Brothers?
•

Yes, they were going" strong, as a matter o~ fact, they were quite
a busy enterprise at that time.
How about the Kispiox Valley? Were there alot oipeople living up
there?
Not an awful lot.
well established.
it is now.

~he a d timers, the older group who had plans pretty
It really hadh't started to grow the extent that

ean you name a few people?
Yes. There were the Campbells and the Loves, to name a few.
How about an ssayers office? ~as there one downtown?
I don't remember. That WAS before I moved here.
Vfuat about t! 2 ay?
Not too much. It was downtown.
Was it as big as it is now?
Pretty well.
And the same person ran it?
Hancroft vas running it when I came.
Was the ank down in old town?



-9-

Yes it "'3S. Under the Inlander :Iotel.
How o~ten did salesman come to these parts?
None that I recall

,


